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AN is faid to be a Sociable Animal, 
and, as an Inftance of it, we may ob- 
ferve, that we take all Occafions and 
Pretences of forming our felves into 
thofe little Noéturnal Affemblies, which are com- 
tionly known by the Name of Clubs. When a 
Sett of Men find themfelves agree in any Particu- 
Jar, tho’ nevet fo trivial, they eftablifh themfelves 
into a kind of Fraternity, and meet oncé or twice 
a Week, upon the Account of fuch a Fantaftick 
Refemblance. | know acontiderable Market-town, 
in which there was a Club of Fat-Men, that did 
not come together (as you may well fuppofe) to 
entertain one another with Sprightlinefs and Wit, 
but to keep onc another in Countenance: The 
Room, where the Club met, was fomething of 
the largeft, aud had two Entrances, the one by a 
Docr of a moderate Size, and the other by a Pair 
. Of Folding-Doors, If a Candidate for this Corpu- 
lent Club could. make his Entrance through the 
firft, he was looked upon asunqualifyed ; but if he 
ftuck in the Paffage, and could not force his Way 
through it, the Folding-Doors were immediately 
thrown open for his Reception, and he was falu- 
ted asa Brother. I have heard that this Club, tho’ 
it confitted but of fifteen Perfons, weighed above 
three Tun. 


In Oppofition to this Society, there fprung up 
another compofed of Scare-Crows and Skeletons, 
Who being very meagre and envious, ‘did all they 
could to thwart the Defigns of their Bulky Bre- 
thren, whom they reprefented as Men of Dange- 
rous Principles; till at length they worked them 
out of the Favour of the People, arid confequently 
out of the Magiftracy. Thete Faétions tore the 
Corporation in Pieces for feveral Years, till at 
length they came to this Accommodation ; that the 

. two Bailiffs of the Town fhould be annually cho- 
fen out of the two Clubs; by which Means the 
finced Magiftrates are at this Day coupled like 
abbets, one fat and onc lean, . 
ve or 


. great an Enemy to Noife. 


Every one has heard of the Club, or rather the 
Confederacy, of the Kings. This grand Alliance 
was formed a little after the Return of King 
Charles the Second, and admitted into it Men of 
all Qualities and Profeflions, provided they agreed 
in this Sir-name of Kizg, which, as they imagined, 
fafficieny)y declared the Owners of jt to be altoge- 
ther untainted with Republican and Anti-Monarchi- 
cal Principles. 3 


A Chriftian Name has likewife been often ufed 
as a Badge of Diftin€tion, and made the Occafion 
of aClub, That of the George’s, which ufed to meet 
at the Sign of the George, on St. George’s Day, 
and fwear Before George, is ftill frethin every one’s 
Memory. 


There are at prefent in feveral Parts of this Ci- 
ty, what they call Street-Clubs, in which the chief 
Inhabitants of the Street converfe together every 
Night. I remember, upon my enquiring after 
Lodgings in Orimond-Street, the Landlord, to re- 
commend that Quarter of the Town, told 
me, there was at that time a very good Clubin it; 
he alfo told me, upon further Difcourte with him, 
that two or three noify Country Squires, who 
were fettled there the Year before, had confidcrably 
funk the Price of Houfe-Rent; and tlaat the Club 
(to prevent the like Inconveniencies for the future) 
had thoughts of taking every Houfe that became , 
vacant into their own Hands, till they had found a 
Tenant for it, of a Sociable Nature and good 
Converfation. 


The Hum-Drum Club, of whichI was formerly 
an unworthy Member, was miade up of very honett 
Gentlemen, of peaceable Dilpofitions, that ufed 
to fit together, finoak their Pipes, and {#9 nothing 
till Mid-night. The Mam Club (as I am inform 
ed) is an Inftitution of the fame Nature, and as 
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_ After thefe twoinnocent Societies, I cinnot for- 
bear mentioning avery mifchievous one, that was 
ercéted in the Reign of King Charles the Second: 
I mean, the Club of Duellifts, in which none was 
to be adinitted that had not fought his Man. The 
Prefident of it was faid to have killed half a dozen 
in fingle Combat; and as for the other Members, 
they took their Seats according to the Number of 
their Slain. There was likewife a Side-Table, for 
fuch as had only drawn Blood, and fhown a lau- 
dable Ambition of taking the tirft Opportunity to 
qualify themfelves for the firft Table. This Club, 
confilting only of Men of Honour, didnot con- 


tjnue long, moit of the Members of it being put ° 


to the Sword,. or hanged, a little after its Intti- 
tution. 


Our Modern celebrated Clubs ar¢ founded’ upon 
Eating and Drinking, which are Points wherein 
moft Men agree, and in which the Learned and 
Illiterate, the Duil and the Airy, the Philofopher 
and the Buftoon, can allof them bear a Part. The 
Kit-Cazit felf is faid to have taken its Original 
froma Mutton-Pye. ‘Lhe Beef-Steak, and October 
Clubs are neither of them averfe to Eating and 

‘Diinking, if we may form a Judgment of them 
from their refpective Titles. 


When Men are thus knit together, by a Love 
of Society, not a Spirit of Faétion, and don’t 
meet to cenfure or annoy thofe that are abfent, 
but to enjoy one another: When they are thus 
combined for their own Improvement, or for the 
Good of others, or at leaft to relax themfelves 
from the Bufinefsof the Day, by an innocent and 
chearful Converfation, there may be fomething 
very ufeful in thefe little Inftitutions and Efta- 
blifhments. 


I cannot forbear concluding this Paper with a 
Scheme of Laws that [ met with upon a Wall in 
a little Ale-houfe: How | came thither I may in- 
form my Reader at a more convenient time. 
Thefe Laws were enacted by a Knot of Artizans 
and Mechanicks, who ufed to meet every Night; 
and as there is fomething in them which gives us 
a pretty Piéture of low Life, I thall tranfcribe 
them Word for Word. 


RULES 20 be cbferved in the Two-penny 
Club, ereéted in rbis Place, for the Prefer- 
vation of Friendfbip and good Neighbourhood. 


I. Every Member at his firft coming in thall 
lay down his Two Pence. 


Il. Every Member fhall fill his Pipe out of his 
own Box. 


III; If any Member abfents himfelf he fhall for- 
feit a Penny for the Ufe of the Club, unlefs in 
cafe of Sicknefs or Imprifonment. 


IV. If any Member {wears or curfes, his Neigh- 
bour may give him a Kick upon the Shins. 


V- If any Member tells Stories in the Club that 
are not true, he fhall forfeit for every third Lie 
an Half-Penny. 


VL If any Member ftrikes another wrongfully, 
he fhall pay his Club for him. 


VII. If any Member beings his Wife ‘into the 
Club, he fhall pay for whatcver the drinks or 
fmoaks. 


VIIL. If any Member’s Wife comes to fetch him 
Home fronr the Club, fhe thall {peak to him with- 
out the Door. ; ; 


t 


IX. If any Metiber calls another Cuckold, he 
fhall be turned out of the Club. 


X. None fhall be admitted into the Club that 
is of the fame Trade with any Mémber of it. 


XI. None of the Club fhall have his Cloaths 
ad Shoes made or mended, but by a Brother Mem- 
r. ‘ 


XII. No Non-juror hall be capable of being a 
Member. 


The Morality of this little Club is guarded by 
fuch wholefome Laws and Penalties, that 1 que- 
{tion not but my Reader will be as well pleafed 
with them, as he would have been with the 
Leges Convivales of Ben. Fobnfox, the Regulati- 
ons of an old Roman Club cited by Lipfias, or 
the Rules of a Sympofiam in an ancient Greek Author. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


The Compleat Geographer: or, The Chorogra- 
phy and Topography of all the known Parts of the Earth. (To which 
are premifed an [ntroduétion to Geography, and a Natural Hiftory of 
the Earth and the Elements.) Containing, 1. The Situation, Bounds, 
Climate, Soil, Hiftory, Trade and Cuftoms cf all the Countries of the 
Earth. 2. The feveral Provinces of every <> oe 3. The Prin. 
cipal Cities and conliderable Towns defcrib’d. And all neceifary 
Picees of Natural Hiftory. The whole comprifing the Subftance of 
at leaft 130 Books of Medern Travels digeited into Local Order, 
whereby the prefent State of the World is truty fhewn and the Ob- 
folere and Fabulous Accounts of former Writers cxyung’d. To which 
are added Mapsof every Country. The 3d Edition. Wherein the De- 
{criprions of Afia, Africa and America are compos'd snew from the 
Relations of the bei and moft Modern Tr2vellcrs. In one Volu.ne in 
Folio. Printed for A. and J.Churchill in Pate-nofter-Row and Tim, 
Childe in St. Paul’s Ciurch-yard. ayn 

Toe 4th Biiticn of, The new Affociation of thofe 
cali’d Moderate Church-Men with the M-dern Whigs and Banaticks 
to Undermine and Blow up the prefent Chirch and Government, 3 
Parts. Pr.ts.6d. The 3d Edition of Caffandra, buc Ihope nor, rell- 
ing what will come ofit ; 2 Parts. Pr. 2s. 6d. The Memorial of the 
Presbyterians,&c. Pr. 18. The 2d Edition of the Memorial of the 
Ghurch of England, humbly offer’d to the Confideration of all true 
Lovers of our Church and Conttitu:ion, with Remarks upon the 
whole comune by Paragraph. Pr. 1s. The 2d Edition of the Cafe 
ofthe Ghurch of England’s Memorial fairly ftated, with'a Parallel be. 
tween that and the Diet of Poland. Pr.-rs. The 3d Edition of Dr. 
Szcheverell’s Chara&ter of 2 Low-Churchman. Pr.6d. and his Rights 
of the Church of England Afferted and Proved , 2d Edit. Pr. 1s. 6d. ~ 
Galienus Redivivus, or, Murther will out: Being a true Account 
of the De-Wituing of Glencae and Gafaey,&c. Pr.éd. ation Dif- 
play’d. Moderation Difplay’d. 6d. each. Hudibras Redivivis, in 24 
Parts, by E.Ward. 6d.each. Bif-.t Be--it , concerning fome Rematk- 
ables of that Thing. Pr.6d. All fold by G.Sawbridge in Little-Britain 
Jott gn the 6ch Edition, with ome Additions,of, 

The Hiftory of. Refftance, ss prdis'd by the 
Church of England : In which ‘tis prov’d, from moft Authentick Re- 
cords, That in every Reign fince the Reformation of Religion, the 
faid Church hath Aided and Affifted, Juftified and Approv'd of, fuch 
Subje&s as have Defended themfelves egainft the Oppreffions of 
their Tyrannical, tho’ Natural Princes. By John Withers. Entred 
according to A@ of Parliament. Printed for J.Robinfon in St.Paul’s 
Churth-yard, and Sold by A. Baldwin near the Oxford-Arms in 
Warwick.lane. Price 3d. aes we 

The Origine] and Infticution of Civil Govern- 
ment Difcufs’d, viz. I. An Examination of the Patriarchal Scheme 
of Government. If. A Defence of Mr Hooker's Judgment, &c. ae 
gainft the Obje@iens of feveral late Writers. To which is added, 
A large Anfwer to Dr. B. Atterbury’s Charge of Rebellion; In 
which the Subftance of his lete Latin Sermcn-is produced, and filly 
Examin'd. By Benj:Hoadly, M.A. Re@or of St. Peter’s poore The ad 
Edition. Printed for J.Knapton at the Crown in St. Paul's Church- 
yard: Where may be had Mr. Hoadly’s Mesfires of Sudmiffion 
the 3d Edition, and his Defence of Epifccpal Ordina:ion, in 8vo. 
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